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February 22 2005

President Vladimir V. Putin
The Russian Federation
The Kremlin
Moscow , RUSSIA

Dear Mr. President:

We would like to call your attention to a matter of great importance to us and many of
our citizens. We refer to the efforts of the Lubavitch Chasidic community of Jews to recover the
Schneerson Collection of sacred texts currently held in the Russian State Library and the Russian
State Military Archive. The collection was seized by the Soviet Governent in the 1920s.

In November 1991 , the Russian Federation Arbitration Court ordered the collection
returned to the Lubavitch community. However, governent officials responsible for carrying
out the court' s decision refused to do so and the Russian State Duma subsequently sought to
annul the court's decision, calling into question the integrity of the rule oflaw in Russia.

In 1992 , the Helsinki Commission wrote to President Yeltsin seeking his assistance in
returning the Schneerson Collection to their rightful owners (see attachment). Since that time
many more prominent Americans have joined the campaign for the Schneerson Collection. 
are also enclosing a recent letter on the subject signed by all 100 Members of the United States
Senate. We, Republicans and Democrats in the United States Senate and the U.S. Helsinki
Commission, are united in this effort.

Mr. .President

, "

justice delayed is justice denied." We urge you to take every appropriate
measure to see that justice is done in this matter. In the meantime, we intend to raise this matter
at every appropriate opportunity and venue.

With best wishes , we remain

Sincerely,

Sam Brownback, U.S.
Chairman

Chrstopher H. Smith, M.
Co-Chairman
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Christopher J. Dodd, US.
Ranking Member

Benjamin L. Cardin, M.
Ranking Member

Encl: 2

cc: Hon. Alexander Vershbow, Ambassador of the United States to the Russian Federation
Hon. Yuri V. Ushakov, Ambassador of the Russian Federation to the United States



COMMISSION ON
SECURITY AND COOPERATION

IN EUROPE
234 FORD HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6460
(202) 225-1901

FAX: (202) 226-4199
www.csce.gov

22 cpeBpaJI1 2005 

B.B. I1ynmy
TIpe3H,IeHTY POCCHMCKOM eve,IeparrHH
KpeMJIb
MocKBa, POCCM5I

YBa)laeMbIM fOCnO,IHH TIpe3H,IeHT!

MbI XOTeJIH 6bI 06paTHTb Balle BHHMaHHe Ha Bonpoc -qpe3BbI-qaMHoM BmKHOCTH ,IJI5I Hac

H ,IJI5I MHorHX HallHX rpmK,IaH. Pe-qb H,IeT 0 nonbITKaK nI06aBH-qCKOM XaCH,ICKOM EBpeMCKOM

06IIHHbI BepHYTb ce6e 6H6JIHOTeKY lIHeepCOHa, co6paHHe CB5IIIeHHbIX nHcaHHM , HaXO,I5IIIeeC5I
B ,IaHHbIM MOMeHT B fOCY,IapCTBeHHOM bH6JIHOTeKe POCCHMCKOM eve,IeparrHH H B POCCHMCKOM

fOCY,IapCTBeHHOM BoeHHOM ApxHBe. B 1920-x rO,Iax, 6H6JIHOTeKa 6bIJa I(OH!jnfcKoBaHa
COBeTCKHMH BJIaCT5IMH.

B H05I6pe 1991 rO,Ia, BbICllHM Ap6HTpmKHbIM CY,I POCCHMCKOM eve,IeparrHH
paCnOp5I,IHJIC5I OT,IaTb :3TY KOJIJIeKrrHIO KHHr nI06aBH-qCKOM 06IIHHe. O,IHaKO rOCY,IapCTBeHHble

JIHrra, KOTOpbIM Ha,IJIe)laJO BbllOJIHHTb CY,Ie6HOe pelleHHe , OTKa3aJHCb 3TO C,IeJIaTb.

B ,IaJbHeMlleM , fOCY,IapCTBeHHa5I J.YMa Pev ,I06HBaJaCb OTMeHbI ,IaHHOrO CY,Ie6HOrO
pelleHH5I , CTaB5I no,I Bonpoc npHBep)leHHOCTb POCCHH nOH5ITH5IM npaBOBoro rOCY,IapCTBa.

B 1992 ro,IY, -qJIeHbI XeJIbCHHKCKOM KOMMHCCHH HanHCaJH nHCbMO TIpe3H,IeHTY
EJIbrrHHY C npocb60M OKa3aTb CO,IeMCTBHe B B03BpaIIeHHH 6H6JIHOTeKH lIHeepCOHa 3aKOHHbIM

BJIa,IeJIbrraM (KonH5I npHJIaraeTC5I). CTex IIOp, HeMaJO BbI,IaIOIIHXC5I aMepHKaHrreB
npHCOe,IHHHJIOCb K 60pb6e 3a B03BpaIIeHIfe 6H6JIHOTeKH llHeepCOHa. TIpHJIaraeTC5I KOnH5I

He,IaBHO HanHcaHHoro no 3TOMY Bonpocy nHCbMa, nO,InHCaHHoro BceMH 100 -qJIeHaMH CeHaTa

COe,IHHeHHblx IllTaToB. MbI, pecny6JIHKaHrrbI H ,IeMOKpaTbI B CeHaTe COe,IHHeHHbIX IIlTaTOB H
B XeJIbCHHKCKOM KOMMHCCHH , e,IHHbI B 3TOM ,IeJIe.

fOCnO,IHH TIpe3H,IeHT, rOBOp5IT, -qTO ((OTJIO)leHHa5I CnpaBe,IJIHBOCTb - 3TO OTBep)leHHa5I
CnpaBe,IJIHBOCTb)). MbI HaCT05ITeJIbHO npOCHM Bac npHH5ITb Bce Ha,IJIe)laIIHe MepbI K TOMY,
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'-IT06bI B 3TOM ,IeJIe BOCTOp)KeCTBaJa CnpaBe,IJIHBOcTb. B TO )Ke BpeM5I , MbI co06IIaeM 0 HalleM
HaMepeHHH nO,IHHMaTb 3TOT Bonpoc npH JII060M COOTBeTCTBYIOIIeM CJIy-qae H B JII060M

YMeCTHOM MeCTe.

C HaHJIy-llHMH nmKeJIaHH5IMH

MCKpeHHe BallH

dJ 

C3M BpOYH6a CeHaTOp CilA
TIpe,ICe,IaTeJIb

KpHCTOcpep X. CMHT, qJIeH KOHrpecca CilA
Conpe,ICe,IaTeJIb

BeH,I)IaMHH n. Kap,IHH , qJIeH KOHrpecca CilA
CTapllHll qJIeH OT MeHblleCTBa

KpHCTocpep J.)K. J.O,I,I, CeHaTop CilA
CTapllHll qJIeH OT MeHblleCTBa

TIpHJImKeHH5I: 2

KOnH5I: foc. AJIeKcaH,IPY Bep1l60y, nocJIY COe,IHHeHHblx ilTaToB B POCCHllCKOll

CDe,IeparrHH

foc: IOpHIO B. YllaKoBY, nOCJIY POCCHllCKOll CDe,IeparrHH B COe,IHHeHHblx
ilTaTax




